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Sparking Joy in Your
Personal Finance
Classroom

Tim Ranzetta




Today was a great day of LEARNING in Personal Finance class

wanted to share something brief that happened at school today....

State testing is happening in the classroom next to mine. | received a couple of e-mails from
the teacher next door because my students were being too loud (not good). | didn’t see
them (obviously | am teaching and not sitting at my desk).

The Principal came in to see what we were doing and to tell us to keep it down.

Question #2 sparked a debate amongst my students. My first thought was “oh no” and “I
am in trouble”, but | made changes for the rest of the day to accommodate the need of my
neighbor.

After pondering on it for a while, it got me thinking... | am so lucky to teach a Personal
Finance course and listen to students who are VERY passionate about the topic. They had
the best responses to share with one another and everyone was learning from one another
and being respectful of each other’s opinions and actually listening and coming to an
understanding.
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PLAY: Guess How
Much is in the Jar

The objective of this activity is to
introduce behavioral economics
iNn action.




Guess How Much Is In the Jar - Key Takeaways

e We are influenced by groupthink. Seeing others' guesses can shift our own
perception, even when we originally had a different estimate.

e Firstinstincts vs. group discussion. Sometimes, our initial guess is closer, but
discussion can refine or distort accuracy.

e Wisdom of crowds or madness of crowds? In some cases, collective estimates
average out to accuracy, but in others, they lead to misinformation.
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Lightning Round:
Question of the day

A bell ringer about a financial
topic that is relevant, current, and
prompts lively discussion in the
classroom




Q

QUESTION OF THE DAY (1)

What percent of high
school students are
interested in pursuing a
career in a trade?



https://www.ngpf.org/blog/question-of-the-day/question-of-the-day-what-percent-of-high-school-students-are-interested-in-careers-in-the-skilled-trades-eg-construction-plumbing/

= ngpf

NEXT GEN PERSONAL FINANCE

QUESTION OF THE DAY



https://www.highereddive.com/news/skilled-trades-shortage-gen-z-training-hvac-electrical-plumbing-contractors-thumbtack/729998/
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NEXT GEN PERSONAL FINANCE

QUESTION OF THE DAY (2)
CAREER

« How much does a TikTok

creator earn for a video with 1
million views?



https://www.ngpf.org/blog/question-of-the-day/question-of-the-day-how-much-can-a-creator-on-tiktok-make-if-their-video-receives-1-million-views/
http://ngpf.org
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NEXT GEN PERSONAL FINANCE

CAREER

$20 - $ i O How Much Does TikTok Pay?

Around $0.02 and $0.04
for every 1,000 views



http://ngpf.org
https://explodingtopics.com/blog/tiktok-earning-stats
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NEXT GEN PERSONAL FINANCE

QUESTION OF THE DAY (3)

Behavioral Economics

Q: What is the average
restaurant tip for full-service
and quick-service meals?



https://www.ngpf.org/blog/question-of-the-day/qod--out-of-5-americans-tip-with-and-their-median-tip-is-/
https://www.ngpf.org/blog/question-of-the-day/qod--out-of-5-americans-tip-with-and-their-median-tip-is-/
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NEXT GEN PERSONAL FINANCE

QUESTION OF THE DAY

Behavioral Economics

Full-service: 19.4%

Quick-service: 16%



https://www.google.com/url?q=https://pos.toasttab.com/news/most-popular-coffee-and-tea-drinks-toast-restaurant-trends-report&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1723242018636815&usg=AOvVaw2zhz6gVltQkguTB_iksCQo
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QUESTION OF THE DAY (4)

Behavioral Economics

Q: What percent of people
make purchases due to
FOMO?



https://www.ngpf.org/blog/question-of-the-day/question-of-the-day-what-percentage-of-people-make-purchases-due-to-fomo

QUESTION OF THE DAY

Behavioral Economics

60% of people make
purchases because of
FOMO, mostly within
24 hours.



https://trustpulse.com/fomo-statistics/
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NEXT GEN PERSONAL FINANCE

QUESTION OF THE DAY (5)
INVESTING

Q: What percent of 18-29 year
olds are investing in the
stock market?



https://www.ngpf.org/blog/question-of-the-day/question-of-the-day-what-percent-of-18-34-year-olds-are-investing-in-the-stock-market2/
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NEXT GEN PERSONAL FINANCE

QUESTION OF THE DAY
INVESTING

o U.S. Stock Ownership, by Subgroup
o Do you, personally, or jointly with a spouse, have any money invested in the stock market right now -- either in

an individual stock, a stock mutual fund, or in a self-directed 401(k) or IRA?

Yes No N
% %
Age
18t0 29 1 58 137
30to 49 67 33 242
50to 64 66 34 263

65+ 63 36 348



https://news.gallup.com/poll/266807/percentage-americans-owns-stock.aspx
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QUESTION OF THE DAY (6)

Consumer Skills

Q: What percent of lottery
winners eventually go
bankrupt?



https://www.ngpf.org/blog/question-of-the-day/question-of-the-day-update-what-is-the-cost-to-repair-an-iphone-screen3
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NEXT GEN PERSONAL FINANCE

QUESTION OF THE DAY

Consumer Skills

About 33%

...and lottery winners are more
likely to declare bankruptcy
within three to five years than
the average American.



https://www.cnbc.com/2017/12/29/what-to-do-if-you-win-the-lottery-in-2018.html

A

Dark Pattern
Detective

Look at a product page for Amazon
and pick up all the visual cues that
are encouraging you to buy




Dark Pattern Detective

Scarcity Only X left in stock!
Urgency Order within the next 5 minutes to get it tomorrow!
Social Proof 100,000+ ratings, #1 Bestseller, # purchased in last month
Bundling Frequently bought together (often sponsored ads)
False Discounts Not in this case but often see a discount on item

Hidden Fees/Upsells Protection plans




Dark Pattern Detective - Key Takeaways
e Dark patterns influence how we shop. Companies use tactics like
urgency, FOMO, and fake discounts to make us spend more.

e "Free" often isn’t really free. Costs are hidden in higher product prices,
subscriptions, or bundled add-ons.

e Recognizing these tricks makes us smarter consumers. Once we see
them, we can pause, think, and make better financial decisions.

e Financial literacy includes media literacy. Teaching students to spot
these patterns helps them avoid impulse spending and hidden costs.

Next time you shop, look closer. Ask yourself: "Is this deal real or just a clever trick?" = ngpf
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B You are part of a national
movement!

In four years we have gone from 8 to 27 states that guarantee a one semester
personal finance course

=3 | 2025
8 states 27 states

Guarantee a one semester Guarantee a one semester
personal finance course personal finance course







NGPF’s Integrated
and Scalable Model

Partnering with
implementing
districts

IMPLEMENTATION

120,000+

& nationwide

CURRICULUM

Free @

PROFESSIONAL

DEVELOPMENT
7~
—
ADVOCACY -I 8
states

18,700

teachers have
invested

500,000
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https://www.ngpf.org/
https://www.ngpf.org/
https://www.ngpf.org/
https://www.ngpf.org/

B End of Session Survey

[8) 45,555 (0]
!’!;": 4“'“’"‘“: Hfg;,%:!‘; bit.ly/NGPFsessionsurvey
. z}i a %352 (case sensitive)
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdzW-Z_MQ3JhotnwziNd0Qd6zb-Ram8Yv5qrKmHryqKuySm3w/viewform
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